Sermon: “Seeking the Strays” Matthew 18:1-20
Saturday, September 5 & Sunday, September 6, 2026
Immanuel Lutheran Church & School
Okawville, Illinois 62271
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod



WELCOME TC IMMANUEL
We gather on the Lord’s Day knowing that “Christ being raised from the dead will never die again”
(Romans 6:9). Welcome, visitors who have joined us today. If we can help in any way, please call:
Church 618-243-6216 or School 618-243-6142.

Pastor Eric Wood ' Principal Kelli Borrenpohl
Phone: 618-243-2846 Phone: 618-243-6142
Email: myhomeontherange(@juno.com Email: principal@immanuelokawville.org

Immanuel Website: immanuelokawville.org
Saturday: 30 Communed: 25 Sunday: 62 Communed: 45
Bible Class: 8

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Prayer concerns to be included in our public prayers may be shared with Pastor Wood and/or the
church office. Prayers may be for particular individuals or concerning wider issues. Let us pray!
e _All members_of Immanuel including:— : -
At home —Julie Borrenpohl, Charlotte Durham, Norbert Hasheider, Deb Mashhoff, Martha
Schneider, Linda Schuetz, Stanley Schwankhaus, Mike Strasburg
At Brightly in Mascoutah - Leonard Hemminghaus '
At Bethesda Gardens in Loveland, Colorado - Carol Wennemann
Non-members: Betty Markowski, sister of Charlotte Durham; Crystal Hasheider, wife of
Matt Hasheider; Tim Schnitker, son-in-law of Sharon Storck
o That the Lord would continue to provide for his work in this place through generous giving,
willing workers, and wise stewardship '
The staff, faculty, and students of Immanuel Lutheran School
The educational mission of Christ Our Rock Lutheran High School
All who work or study in West Washington County Schools
John Trinklein, vicar in Long Beach, CA
Reverend Rafael & Deaconess Jamielynn Flores, serving in Chile
The mission work of the Southern Illinois District, including...
...all congregations, schools, and district leaders
...rural and small-town congregational support
..urban ministry (neighborhood renewal and Unity school) in East St. Louis
..campus ministry and international student outreach at SIU-C and SIU-E
...prison and jail ministry in many locations
..partnership with seminary in Dominican Republic
...disaster response ministry (LERT)
..Advocates for Life
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Stand

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Order of Service — Divine Service Setting One

902 Lord Jesus Christ, Be ‘Present Now (Sunday)

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the =+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. .

Kneel/Stand

fw <

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Stand

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and uncleén. We

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Sen, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the "I+
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie

How great are your works, | O LORD!*
Your thoughts are | very deep!
It is good to give thanks | to the LORD,*

to sing praises to your name, | O Most High;
to declare your steadfast love in the | morning, ™

and your faithful- | ness by night,
to the music of the lute | and the harp,*
to the melody | of the lyre.

For you, O LORD, have made me glad | by your work;*

at the works of your hands I | sing for joy.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son™
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

How great are your works, | O LORD!*
Your thoughts are | very deep!
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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8 Lord, have mer - cy.

Psalm 92:1-4; antiphon: v. 5
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-éious Lord.
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C| This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon-or, glo-ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refain
hon - or bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al-1e - Iu - ia.  Final Refrain
w  Final Refrain
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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The Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.

Let us pray.




O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your holy
inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by Your
merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading | Ezekiel 33:7-9
S0 you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you
hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. *If I say to the
wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to
turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require
at your hand. *But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from
his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.”
This is the Word of the Lord.
(& Thanks be to God.
Gradual | Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.
Fear the LORD, | you his saints,*
for those who fear him lack | nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,*
but the LORD delivers him out | of them all.
Epistle ~ Romans 13:1-10

'Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. ?Therefore whoever
resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur
judgment. *For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no
fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his
approval, *for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he
does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out
God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. “Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid
God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. °For the same reason you also pay taxes,
for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. "Pay to all what is



owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect
to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.

80we no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. *The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not
murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are
summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”” *®Love does no
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. "

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel Matthew 18:1-20
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom
of heaven?” ?And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them %and said,
“Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven. *Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.

S“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, Sbut whoever causes one
of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great
millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.

"“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come,
but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! 8And if your hand or your foot causes
you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame
than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. >And if your eye causes



you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than
with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.

10:¢See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their
angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 'For the Son of Man came to
save the lost. 2What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has
gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the
one that went astray? 3And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than
over the ninety-nine that never went astray. “So it is not the will of my Father who is in
heaven that one of these little ones should perish.

15<If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. *But if he does not listen, take
one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence
of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.
¥Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. ' Again I say to you, if two of you agree on
earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For
where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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8 Praise to You, O  Christ.

820 My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker

Sermon “Seeking tne Strays” Matthew 18:1-20

Nicene Creed

1 believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,



God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvaticn came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried. ,
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
‘ and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life "I~ of the worid to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace
be with you, ” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt.
5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).
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Offering
Stand
Offertory
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What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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The Lord be with you.
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[ We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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(B 71t isrightto give Him thanks and praise.

Sanctus

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the



marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

< @ &

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until

He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in

Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Pax Domini
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute
them to those who come to receive, saying:

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for

your sins.
Amen.

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the

forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.



622 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared
1  Lord Jesus Christ, You have prepared
This feast for our salvation;
It is Your body and Your blood,
And at Your invitation
As weary souls, with sin oppressed,
We come to You for needed rest,
For comfort, and for pardon.

4  We eat this bread and drink this cup,
Your precious Word believing
That Your true body and Your blood
Our lips are here receiving.
This Word remains forever true;
All things are possible with You,
For You are Lord Almighty.

7  Grant that we worthily receive
" Your supper, Lord, our Savior,
And, truly grieving for our sins,
May prove by our behavior
That we are thankful for Your grace
And day by day may run our race,

In holiness mncreasing.
Text: Samuel Kinner, 1603-68; tr. Emanue!l Cronenwett, 1841-1931, alt,
Text: Public domain

686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

725 Children of the Heavenly Father

Stand
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart "I+ in peace.
Amen.

Thank thne Lord
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[ Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what He has done.
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Post-Communion Collect

(A) Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now ‘and forever.
5 ]

|

"-—--—/
A - men.

B o

Benediction
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The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and == give you peace.
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843 “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” (Sunday)
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Pastor: Eric Wood
Pianist: (Saturday) Sophia Wood
Organist: (Sunday) Sharon Krueger
Acolytes: (Saturday) : Markus Lautenschlaeger

(Sunday) : Hudson Schneider and Caden Benfield
Readers: (Saturday)

(Sunday) Carolyn Rennegarbe
Communion Assistants (Saturday) Dennis Pruehsner

(Sunday) . Jonathan Schneider

Birthdays, 7t Amanda Moeller, Blake Bolam, 8t% Kelly Schumacher, Debra Maschhoff,
-9t Elizabeth Isenhart, Marita Hemman, 11t Albert Moeller, 12t Sandra Epplin

September Ushers - Saturday -
Sunday -

Saturday service at 5:30 p.m.

Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. on Philippians

Sunday Service at 10:00 a.m.

Chapel at 12:30 p.m. this Wednesday with Pastor d’Entremont
SID LWML Convention in Edwardsville this Friday and Saturday

Secret Angels are needed! If you would like to be a secret angel to one of our five 2027
confirmands, please contact Nicole Heberer (618-791-8419) via text or leave a message.
Nicole will give you information about your confirmands. The confirmands for this year
are: Caden Benfield, Landon Elliott, Devin Hundelt, Maylen Kramper, and Collins
Schumacher. Thank you for helping our confirmands feel extra special during this special
time in their life.

Sunday school’s first day will be September 13 at 9:00am. We will be OFF September 20
for Wheat Festival and then resume on the 27th. There will be an outdoor service on the
27th and the kids will be singing a song from VBS this summer. We will practice both
Sundays in September. We are looking forward to another great year and as always
contact Krissy, Kristal, or Amber if you have any questions!!



The auditing committee is planning to meet on Wednesday, September 16th to audit all
church bookkeeping records for the fiscal year, 1 July 2025 -30 June 2026. Please have
all church organizations account records/check registers/statements for 2025/2026 in
the church basement before that date. ELECTRONIC copies are better, but paper will
work if that's all you have. Please provide access/copies of board/committee meeting
minutes in case these are needed. If you have any questions, please contact Angie
Kampwerth or Allison Dunn.

Immanuel’s LWML group will again be gathering toiletries for the Addieville UCC food
pantry for the month of October. During the month of September, we will be collecting
toilet paper, toothpaste, soap, shampoo, dish soap, and laundry soap. We are very grateful
for the congregation’s help with this in the past, and we hope you will help us again this
year! Donations can be left in the bin in the narthex. Please contact Emily Wood with any

questions.

Church at the Park with a Picnic Lunch: Please-mark your calendars! Immanuel will be.
holding church at the Community Club Park with a picnic following the 10:00 a.m. service
on Sunday, September 27th. No Saturday service will be held on Saturday, September
26th. Meat, table service, and drinks will be provided. Members are asked to bring a side
dish and/or a dessert to share. See insert for more information.

Immanuel Parish Nurses are looking for volunteers to help provide care in the home for
the elderly, disabled, or anyone in need of some extra care. [f you are interested or would
like more information please reach out to Sharon Frederking at 618-599-2519 or email
immanuelparishnurses@gmail.com. '

SCHOOL NEWS

We are looking for library volunteers on Tuesday afternoons. If you are interested or
would like more information, please contact Mrs. Recker at 618-314-1327.

2025/2026 ILS yearbooks are available for purchase in the school office. They are $35.00
each. Please call the school office or stop in to purchase one.

September 7% No school
September 10t Board for Parochial Education Meeting at 6:30 p.m.



COMMUNITY NOTES

Relay for Life
Relay for Life is Saturday, October 3. Join us in honoring and remembering those affected
by cancer at this year’s Relay for Life, to be held at the Washington County Courthouse
from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. For additional information see flyer on bulletin board in narthex.

Patriots Pen and Voice of Democracy
Patriots Pen is open to 6t — 8th grade students and Voice.of Democracy is open to 9% —
12th grade high school students. This year’s topic is “What a Veteran Taught Me about
America”. All submissions are due to the Okawville VEW Post by October 31¢%. You can
find more information by visiting the websites vfw.org or viwil.org. You can also call Steve

Elliott at 618-830-6774 for details.

GENERAL NOTES

Life Thoughts in the Church Year: In faith, as God’s watchmen, we humbly proclaim His Word. The
faithful Word gives a true warning to the wicked (Ezekiel 33:7-8). We are called to speak boldly when
lives are heartlessly ended and when God’s gifts are mocked. We also rejoice as we teach about

foraivenass. In Psalm 22 we read that the Lord forgives those who acknowledge heir sin before Him.

(]

In God’s plan, He allows us to be watchmen, proclaiming warnings so that all may confess their sins
and have a clear conscience. Many have guilty consciences because they have rejected the truth

concarning God's gift of life. May God’s mercy lead them to rely completely on the grace of God.

1ife Quotes: “However imperfect, every day comes as opportunity and privilege. They usually require
patience and persistence, of course, and not a little bit o f shared sweat and tears. But they turn out
the sweeter for it. ‘When she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy

that a human being has been born into the world’ (John 16:21). ‘Take heart; | have overcome the wor id’

(John 16:33)1" Rev. Michael Salemink, former Executive Director of Lutherans For Life — A Life Quote

from Lutherans For Life « lutheransforfife.org



Stewardship: Matthew 18:4 — “Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom
of heaven.” What does it mean to have childlike faith? Certainly Jesus does not want us to have a faith
that is childish — we are not called to ignorance or silliness. Rather, we are called to trust the way a
child trusts: with complete confidence in the Father. We show that confidence in our lives when we

follow His directives for our life. Father knows best, so we’ll take His advice!

Lutheran programs on Radio & TV on Sundays — 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 850 AM Radio KFUO
Lutheran Worship from a Lutheran church; 9:00 a.m. 104.7 FM Rev. Mueller, New Minden Bible Study;
10:30 a.m. TV Station “TCT” “Lutheran Worship.” These are not a replacement for being in church

and Bible class. These are for times when we are unable to attend in person.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The offerings for Saturday, August 29 and Sunday, August 30 were not counted.
Expenses for the week: $20,389.75
Borrowed: $10,000.00 on 06/30/26; $6,000.00 on 07/08/26

Thrivent Choice: If you have not contacted Thrivent Choice recently, please call 800-847-
4836 to see if Thrivent has money set aside for you to designate it to Immanuel Church,
Immanuel Lutheran School, or another designation of your choice. Money is available through
the Thrivent Choice Program. This is not a donation coming out of your investment.

Reminder: Bunker’'s Restaurant (Golf Course) will give 10% to Immanuel Lutheran Church if
you show your bulletin from church when eating on Sundays. RBM Golf Course donated
$126.70 for the 1%t six months of 2026. Thank you for your support!



