Sermon: “Something Better Coming” Romans 8:18-27
Saturday, July 18 & Sunday, July 19, 2026
Immanuel Lutheran Church & School
Okawville, lllinois 62271
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod



WELCOME TO IMMANUEL
We gather on the Lord’s Day knowing that “Christ being raised from the dead will never die again”

(Romans 6:9). Welcome, visitors who have joined us today. If we tan help in any way, please call:
Church 618-243-6216 or School 618-243-6142.

Pastor Eric Wood Principal Kelli Borrenpohl
Phone: 618-243-2846 Phone: 618-243-6142
Email: myhomeontherange@juno.com Email: principal@immanuelokawyville.org

Immanuel Website: Immanuelokawville.org
Saturday: 22 Sunday: 60
Bible Class: 7

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Prayer concerns to be included in our public prayers may be shared with Pastor Wood and/or the
church office. Prayers may be for particular individuals or concerning wider issues. Let us pray!
e All members of Immanuel including:
At home -Julie Borrenpohl, Scott Dunn, Norbert Hasheider, Martha Schneider, Linda
Schuetz, Jackie Schwankhaus, Stanley Schwankhaus, Mike Strasburg, Nancy Weeke
At Brightly in Mascoutah - Leonard Hemminghaus
At Bethesda Gardens in Loveland, Colorado - Carol Wennemann
e Non-members: Lisa Arbogast-Eilers, an ILS graduate; Betty Markowski, sister of Charlotte
Durham; Crystal Hasheider, wife of Matt Hasheider; Tim Schnitker, son-in-law of Sharon
Storck.
e That the Lord would continue to provide for his work in this place through generous giving,
willing workers, and wise stewardship.
The staff, faculty, and students of Immanuel Lutheran School
The educational mission of Christ Our Rock Lutheran High School
All who work or study in West Washington County Schools
John Trinklein, vicar in Long Beach, CA
Reverend Rafael & Deaconess Jamielynn Flores, serving in Chile
The mission work of the Southern Illinois District, including...
...all congregations, schools, and district leaders
...rural and small-town congregational support
...urban ministry (neighborhood renewal and Unity school) in East St. Louis
...campus ministry and international student outreach at SIU-C and SIU-E
...prison and jail ministry in many locations
...partnership with seminary in Dominican Republic
...disaster response ministry (LERT)
...Advocates for Life



EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Order of Service - Divine Service Setting Four

733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past (Sunday)

Confession and Absolution

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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Kneel/Stand

In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly
forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst,



enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 86:11-15, antiphon: v. 6

Give ear, O LORD, |to my prayer;™
listen to my | plea for grace.
Teach me your way, O LORD, that I may walk | in your truth;*
unite my heart to | fear your name.
I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with | my whole heart,*
and I will glorify your name for- | ever.
For great is your steadfast | love toward me;*
you have delivered my soul from the depths | of Sheol.
O God, insolent men have risen up against me; a band of ruthless men | seek my life,™
and they do not set you be- | fore them. '
But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and | gracious,*
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and | faithfulness.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Give ear, O LORD, |to my prayer;*
listen to my | plea for grace.

Kyrie
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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(@ Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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(8 Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to

the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
Gloria in Excelsis
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(81 To God on high be glo - ry Andpeace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!

0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take
er, Be

For - ev - er and for-ev -

our sins a - way.

wor-shiped and a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt  cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—

In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever
mindful of Your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and
dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 44:6-8

6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
“T am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
TWho is like me? Let him proclaim it.
Let him declare and set it before me,
since I appointed an ancient people.
Iet them declare what is to come, and what will happen.
8Fear not, nor be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
And you are my witnesses!
Is there a God besides me?
There is no Rock; I know not any.”



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Romans 11:33, 36

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowl- | edge of God!*
- How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable | his ways!
For from him and through him and to him are | all things.*
To him be glory forever. | Amen.

Epistle ‘ Romans 8:18-27

18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with
the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the sons of God. 2For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly,
but because of him who subjected it, in hope ?'that the creation itself will be set free from
its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. **For we
know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until
now. 2And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.
2For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for
what he sees? ZBut if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

261 jkewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as
we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.
27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
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These things are writ-ten that you may be - lieve that
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al - le-1lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 13:24-30, 3643

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord. '

24[Tesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 2Shut while his men were sleeping,
his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 26So0 when the plants
came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27 And the servants of the master of
the house came and said to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How
then does it have weeds?’ 28He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.” So the servants
said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he said, ‘No, lest in
gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. **Let both grow together
until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and
bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”” . . .

36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him,
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” ¥’He answered, “The one
who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 33The field is the world, and the good seed is
the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, *and the enemy who
sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are angels.
40Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the age.
41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes
of sin and all law-breakers, “and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. “Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the

kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.”

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of Ged, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 010r1ﬁed,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and Ilook for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "I+ of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
772 In Holy Conversation

Sermon "Something Better Coming"” | Romans 8:18-27



Stand
Prayer of the Church

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace
be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt.

5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).
Sit
Offering

Service of the Sacrament

Stand

Preface
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
8 We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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@ Ho-ly ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on
us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the
forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of
life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in
Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus
Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of
His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us
in His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those



who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei
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10 Je - sus  Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, 0 Lord, we  pray.

Taxt: Stephen P, Starke

Sit



Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute
them to those who come to receive, saying:

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for

your sins.
Amen.

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the

forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.

650 Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling
700 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
769 Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ

Stand
In dismissing the communicam‘s, the following is said.:

(P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart "I+ in peace.
8 Amen.

Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

- 794 The Lord, My God, Be Praised (Sunday)
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Pastor: Eric Wood

Pianist: (Saturday) Sophia Wood

Organist: (Sunday) _ Nora Wood

Acolytes: (Saturday) Maﬁzlelzi é(rll"agﬁipoii
Sunda an

Readers: ESaturd}gy) | Jeff Obermeier

(Sunday) Carolyn Rennegarbe

Birthdays, 19t Jeff Obermeier, Kristen Segelhorst, 20t Jamil Borrenpohl, Madden Rossel,
Nora Wood, 2274 Tina Horvath, 23t Lynn Borrenpohl, 24t Zachary Borrenpohl,
Stephanie Meyer, 25™ Paul Lange

July Ushers - Saturday -
Sunday -

Saturday service at 5:30 p.m.
Sunday Service at 9:00 a.m.
Bible Class at 10:15 a.m.

Summer Church and School Office hours - The office will be open June 15t - July 315t from
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.

Extra copies of the July newsletter are available on the table in the narthex. Please feel
free to take one for yourself or someone else.

Seeking L.ay Readers
Immanuel allows lay people to read the Scriptures publicly during our church services. If you
are a confirmed member of Immanuel who can read loudly and clearly, please consider serving
in this way. Call the church office to add your name to the list of willing readers.




SCHOOL NEWS

Now Enrolling Preschool through 8th Grade Students for 2026/2027 School Year
at Immanuel Lutheran School, Okawville.

If you know of anyone wanting to enroll their child in school to provide them with a Christian education,
please share this information with them. Please call the school office at 618-6142 to set up an
appointment to enroll.

COMMUNITY NOTES

Teaching Opportunity: Trinity-St. John Lutheran School - Nashville, IL is in need of a
middle school (5th-8th) language arts and 8th grade homeroom teacher. God has blessed
our school with an amazing staff and we are seeking to fill this opening to prepare for the
2026-2027 school year. Thank you!

Share and direct all inquiries to the T-SdJ office (618-327-8561) or Melanie Cooper
Principal (principal@tsjlutheran.org).

GENERAL NOTES

Life Thoughts in the Church Year: The devil sowed his evil seed of suffering and death into the world
by convincing Adam to doubt and disobey God’s Word (Matthew 13:39). The sons of the evil one
(Matthew 13:38) would convince us that we could avoid the sufferings of this present time (Romans
8:18) by embracing death through abortion, suicide, and euthanasia. But, God, who is our Rock (Isaiah
44:8), promises us true redemption from suffering through the blood of Christ, in- whom we are

adopted as God's children and have the promise of the resurrection of our bodies (Romans 8:23).

Life Quotes: “Each of us amounts to more than assorted cells, isolated fluids, and random spasms.
Human means—in every case—a character, with an emerging identity, disclosing a history, developing
toward an intended destiny. Every life is a story.” Rev. Michael Salemnink, former Executive Director of

Lutherans For Life — A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life « lutheransforlife.org



Stewardship: Romans 8:12 — Romans 8:18 — “For | consider that the sufferings of this present time
are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us:” It is very easy to get caught up
in the present and lose track of our ultimate destiny in the kingdom of God. St. Paul encourages us to
keep eternity in mind. This certainly has an application to our support for the Gospel — if we keep our

focus on “the glory to be revealed,” we will see our tithes and offerings in a new light.

Lutheran programs on Radio & TV on Sundays — 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 850 AM Radio KFUO
Lutheran Worship from a Lutheran church; 9:00 a.m. 104.7 FM Rev. Mueller, New Minden Bible Study;
10:30 a.m. TV Station “TCT” “Lutheran Worship.” These are not a replacement for being in church

and Bible class. These are for times when we are unable to attend in person.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The offerings for Saturday, July 4, Sunday, July 5, Saturday, July 11, and Sunday, July 12
were as follows: Current $700.00, Home Use $12,962.75, and Loose $173.00.

Expenses for the week: $28,324.73

Borrowed: $10,000.00 on 06/30/26; $6,000.00 on 07/08/26

Thrivent Choice: If you have not contacted Thrivent Choice recently, please call 800-847-
4836 to see if Thrivent has money set aside for you to designate to Immanuel Lutheran
Church, Immanuel Lutheran School or another designation of your choice. Money is available
through the Thrivent Choice Program. This is not a donation coming out of your investment.

Reminder: Bunker's Restaurant (Golf Course) will give 10% to Immanuel Lutheran Church if
you show your bulletin from church when eating on Sundays. Thank you for your support!!
RBM Golf Course.



