Sermon: “Conversations with Jesus: Mary and Martha and Lazarus of Bethany”
John 11:1-53
Saturday, March 21 and Sunday, March 22, 2026
Immanuel Lutheran Church & School
Okawville, Illinois 62271
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod



WELCOME TO IMMANUEL
We gather on the Lord’s Day knowing that “Christ being raised from the dead will never die again”

(Romans 6:9). Welcome, visitors who have joined us today. If we can help in any way, please call:
Church 618-243-6216 or School 618-243-6142.

Pastor Eric Wood Principal Kelli Borrenpohl
Phone: 618-243-2846 Phone: 618-243-6142
Email: myhomeontherange@juno.com Email: principal@immanuelokawville.org

Immanue] Website: Immanuelokawville.org
Saturday: 28 Communed: 17 Sunday: 81 Communed: 61 Lent Midweek 4: 17
Bible Class: 8 Sunday School: not held

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Prayer concerns to be included in our public prayers may be shared with Pastor Wood and/or the
church office. Prayers may be for particular individuals or concerning wider issues. Let us pray!
e All members of Immanuel including:
At home - Norbert Hasheider, Kellee Helbig, Janet Lange, Martha Schneider, Linda
Schuetz, Jackie Schwankhaus, Stanley Schwankhaus, Crystal Strasburg, Mike Strasburg
At Brightly in Mascoutah - Leonard Hemminghaus
At Washington County Hospital - Nancy Weeke
At Bethesda Gardens in Loveland, Colorado - Carol Wennemann
* Non-members: Lisa Arbogast-Eilers, an ILS graduate; Betty Markowski, sister of Charlotte
Durham; Crystal Hasheider, wife of Matt Hasheider; Tim Schnitker, son-in-law of Sharon
Storck.
e That the Lord would continue to provide for his work in this place through generous giving,
willing workers, and wise stewardship.
e The staff, faculty, and students of Immanuel Lutheran School
e The educational mission of Christ Our Rock Lutheran High School
e Allwho work or study in West Washington County Schools
o John Trinklein, second-year student at Concordia Seminary
» Reverend Rafael & Deaconess Jamielynn Flores, serving in Chile
e The mission work of the Southern Illinois District, including...
...all congregations, schools, and district leaders
..rural and small-town congregational support
...urban ministry (neighborhood renewal and Unity school) in East St. Louis
...campus ministry and international student outreach at SIU-C and SIU-E
...prison and jail ministry in many locations
...partnership with seminary in Dominican Republic
..disaster response ministry (LERT)
...Advocates for Life



FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
Order of Service - Matins

548 Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious (Sunday)
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Make haste, O God, to de-liv-er me;
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make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our sal - va - tion.

Psalmody
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Blessed be God, the Fa-ther, the Son, and the Ho-ly Spir - it.
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8 O come, let us wor-ship Him.
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1 Let us come into His presence with thanks - giv - ing,
2 The deep places of the earthare . . ... .. in His hand;
3 O come, let us worshipand ......... bow down,
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1 let us make a joyful noiseto . . . ... .. Him with songs of praise.
2 the strength of the hillsis ... ...... His al - so.
3 let us kneel beforethe .. ......... Lord, our mak - er
4 and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep—_ of His hand.
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Blessed be God, the Fa-ther, the Son, and the Ho-ly Spir-it.
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@ O come, Ilet us wor - ship Him.

Psalm 130 (Saturday spoken, from hymnal) (Sunday sung, from bulletin)

Psalm 130

Richard Leach ' Amanda Husberg
Choir and Congregation:
p  Refrain . I 6,
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0] Lord, I wait and wait__  for _ You.____
Choir:

1 From deep, deep water I cry out. I cry to You, O Lord!

O listen to me, hear my cry. I am pleading, Lord. I am pleadmg,Lord Reﬁam— -

2 If You bound us to all our sins we could not move at all.
But Your forgiveness sets us free, so we worship You, so we worship You. Refrain

3 I wait and wait for You, O Lord. I trust and trust Your word.
Do sentries long to see the dawn? I long more for You. I long more for You. Refrain

40 Isréel, hope in the Lord. He loves and loves His own.

The pow’r of God to save is great. He will save us all from our ev’ry sin. Refrain

Copyright © 2014 Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, MO.
All rights reserved. Reproduced by permission.

Permission is given to reproduce this page for one-time use only in congregational
worship folders. The above copyright notice must appear in the worship folder.
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Readings

Old Testament Ezekiel 37:1-14

'"The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD
and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. ?And he led me around
among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold,
they were very dry. >And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I
answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” *“Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones,
and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. *Thus says the Lord GOD to
these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. ®And I will lay
sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and
put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.”

’So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and
behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. !And I looked, and
behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered
them. But there was no breath in them. *Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath;
prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the
four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” °So I prophesied as
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet,
an exceedingly great army.

"Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold,
they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.” *Therefore
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and
raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel.
And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from
your graves, O my people. “And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I
will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken,
and I will do it, declares the LORD.”

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 8:1-11

'There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the
law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. *For
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son
in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, #in order that the
righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the
flesh but according to the Spirit. *For those who live according to the flesh set their minds



Stand

Gospel

on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the
things of the Spirit. °To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit
is life and peace. "For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not
submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. ¥Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

’You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '°But if
Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. ''If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his
Spirit who dwells in you.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

John 11:1-53

"Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her
hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. *So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom
you love is il11.” *But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is
for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”

"Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. °So, when he heard that Lazarus
was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. "Then after this he said to
the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” ®The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews
were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” °Jesus answered,
“Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble,
because he sees the light of this world. 1°But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles,
because the light is not in him.” ! After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” *The disciples said to him, “Lord, if
he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” ¥Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they
thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. *Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has
died, 'Sand for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let
us go to him.” 'So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go,
that we may die with him.”

"Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.
'8Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, Yand many of the Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. °So when Martha heard that
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house.
2Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
22But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” **Jesus said
to her, “Your brother will rise again.” **Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise



again in the resurrection on the last day.” *Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and
the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, %and everyone who

lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” ?’She said to him, “Yes,
Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”

*When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” * And when she heard it, she rose quickly and
went to him. **Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place
where Martha had met him. *'When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling
her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to
the tomb to weep there. **Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she
fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died.” ¥*When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also
weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 3And he said, “Where
have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus wept. 36So the Jews
said, “See how he loved him!” *’But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the
eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?”

3¥Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay
against it. **Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to
him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” “Jesus
said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” #!So
they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that
you have heard me. *’I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the
people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” ®When he had said
these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” “*The man who had
died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

*Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did,
believed in him, “but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had
done. *’So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the Council and said, “What are
we to do? For this man performs many signs. “*If we let him go on like this, everyone
will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our
nation.” *But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You
know nothing at all. **Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should
die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” S'He did not say this of his
own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the
nation, **and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who
are scattered abroad. **So from that day on they made plans to put him to death.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.



Responsory (Lent)

Verse To Refrain
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1 We have an advocate with the Fa-ther; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins.
2 Blessed is he whose

transgression is for - giv-en and whose sin is put a- way.

3 We have an advocate with the Fa-ther; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins.

Refrain
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(@ Hewasdelivered up to death; He was delivered

for the sins of the peo-ple.
Children's Message (Sunday)

430 My Song Is Love Unknown

Sermon “Conversations with Jesus: Mary and Martha and Lazarus of Bethany” John 11:1-53

Canticle
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Te Deum
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(8@ 1 We praise You, O God; we acknowledge Youto be  the  Lord.
2 Holy, holy, holy, Lord Godof . . . . ... ... .. Sab - a - oth;
3 Thenoble army of martyrs . . . . ... ... ... praise You.
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1 All the earth now worships You, the Fa-ther ev - er - last - ing.
2 heaven and earth are full of the majes - ty of Yourglo - ry.

3 The holy Church throughout all the world does ac - knowl-edge You:
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1 To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the pow’rs there-in.
2 The glorious company of the apostles . . . .. .. praise__  You.
3 The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable, true,and on - ly  Son;
4 You arethekingofglory, . ... ... ....... 0 Christ;
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1 To You cherubim and seraphim con - tin - ual - ly  do Cry:
2 The goodly fellowship of the . . . . . proph-ets  praise_  You.
3 alsotheHoly ............. Ghost, the Com-fort - er.
4 You are the everlasting Son . . . . . of the Fa - ther.
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5 When You took upon Yourselftode - liv - er man,
6 Yousitattheright . . . ... ... ..... hand of God
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5 You humbled Yourself to be born of a vir - gin.
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5 When You had overcome the . . . . . .. sharpness of death,
6 Webelievethat . . . .. . ......... You will  come
ﬂ [t i
I]_l ;;;Ul b| L =
2l e
5 You opened the kingdom of heaven to all be - liev - ers.
610 . . . . be our-..... judge.
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7 We therefore pray You to help Your. . . . . . ser - vants,
8 O Lord, save Your people and bless Your . . . her - i - tage.

9 Grant, O Lord, to keep us this day with - out sin.
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7 whom You have redeem - ed with  Your- pre- cious blood.
8 Governthem and lift . . . . them up for - ev -  er
9 O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy up - on us.
|
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7 Make them to be numbered . . . ... ... .. with  Your saints
8 Daybydaywe . . ... ............. magni - fy You.
9 O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, as our trust is in You.
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(i_lép =) | = - - i
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Tinglory . .. .. ... ... ... .. .. .. ev - er - last - ing.
8 And we worship Your name for - ever and ev - er.
9 O Lord, in You have I trusted; let me never be con - found - ed.
Sit
Offering
Prayer
Kneel/Stand
Kyrie
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Lord, have mer-cy;

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those

Christ, have mer-cy;

Lord, have mer-cy.



who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Collects
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O Lord, hear my prayer.
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And let my cry come to You.
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Collect of the Day
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may
be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Additional Collects of Intercession and Thanksgiving

Collect for Peace (Saturday)
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to
us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to
obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our
enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Collect for Grace (Sunday)

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely
brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger,
but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your
sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction
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685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus (Sunday)
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Birthdays: 237 Nathan Hasheider, Pam Hundelt, Teren Schwankhaus, 24% Myla Dunn,
25th Leonard Obermeier, Morgan Kampwerth, Andrew Bruck, Eric Bruck, 26% Chris
Rennegarbe, 27t Sharon Schuessler, 28t Greg Toensing, Kenneth Wagner, Kent Helbig

March Ushers - Saturday - Jeff Obermeier
Sunday - Gary Streuter and Greg Harre
Saturday service at 5:30 p.m.
Bible Class at 9:00 a.m. Bible class topic is “A Simple Way to Pray”.
Sunday Service at 10:00 a.m.
Community Bible Study at Bunkers this Wednesday at 10:00 a.m.
Chapel this Wednesday at 12:15 p.m. with Pastor Wood
Lenten Vespers Service this Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
Choir this Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

April newsletter information is due in the church office by Wednesday, March 25,

The midweek Lenten offerings are designated to go to Jamielynn (Tinkey) Flores, who is a
missionary in Chile.

Easter Lillies to beautify the chancel can be ordered by calling Lois Obermeier at 618-
977-5956. The cost is $11.50. Orders need to be in by March 22nd,

Immanuel's LWML group will be hosting the Upper Kaskaskia zone prayer service and rally
on April 11. We will be providing refreshments for the women who gather here that day. If
you would be interested in donating baked goods for that event (coffee cake, muffins, etc),
please contact Emily Wood at 618-713-0953.

March 29th Sunday School students will celebrate Palm Sunday by singing with the adult
choir and walking in with palm leaves to start the service. The Sunday School Board would
like to invite the congregation to the school gym Easter morning at 9:00 am for doughnuts and
milk, listen to the children rehearse their songs for church and enjoy an Easter egg hunt behind
the school. If anyone would like to give a monetary donation to help with candy for the Sunday
School Easter egg hunt, please contact Krissy Schneider 618-559-7097, Amber Jacobs 618-
314-5851, or Kristal Jacobs 618-830-5528. Thank you!

Extra copies of the March newsletter are available on the table in the narthex. Please
feel free to take one for yourself or someone else.



SCHOOL NEWS

Now Enrolling Students for 2026/2027 School Year at Immanuel Lutheran School, Okawville.

Preschool -8 Grade
Open Enrollment for everyone started last week at ILS.
Please call the school office at 618-243-6142 to set up an appointment to enroll.

PTL Meeting is this Thursday, at 6:30 p.m.

Immanuel Wee Care is looking for a daycare worker to help a few days or more per week.
If you are interested or would like more information, please contact Cheri Kurtz at 618-
243-6161.

You can help the school financially by doing the following: Shop With Raiseright - For
complete information visit www.shopwithraiseright.com Checks payable to ILS PTL. Go
to smile.amazon.com/ch37-0916756 and Amazon donates to Immanuel Lutheran
Church and School Okawville. Participate in the Kroger Community Rewards program.
Join Casey’s Rewards today and donate to our school. This is for instore, online or at the
pump purchases.

GENERAL NOTES

Life Thoughts in the Church Year: Jesus is the “resurrection and the life” (John
11:25), the one true God who raises the dead from their graves and gives them
new life (Ezekiel 37:5-6). Everything Jesus has said and done testifies that He gives,
sustains, and loves life. It is inconceivable to think that Jesus, who raised Lazarus
from the tomb and who died to “give life to our mortal bodies” (Romans 8:11),
would approve of the murder of any innocent person, regardless of their size or
condition.

Life Quotes: "Grief is a road no one chooses, yet in this fallen world, itis a path we
must all tread. There are no words that can fully capture the sorrow of losing
someone we love—no explanations that can make death seem natural or right. It
wasn't meant to be this way. Death is the great intruder, a bitter consequence of
sin’s curse. And yet, even in the depths of sorrow, the Lord gives us this promise:
He is near.” Rev. M.L. Smith, Director of International Missions of Lutheran Church-
Canada (LCC) - A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life « Jutheransforlife.org



Stewardship: Romans 8:1 - “There is therefore now no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus.” This is the joy of the Gospel! There is no condemnation
for us before the throne of God because in His love He has provided salvation for
us in Christ. We have been set free. We are His children once again, and co-heirs
with Christ of all the blessings of heaven. If this does not make us thankful,

nothing will!

Lutheran programs on Radio & TV on Sundays — 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 850 AM Radio
KFUO Lutheran Worship from a Lutheran church; 9:00 a.m. 104.7 FM Rev. Mueller, New
Minden Bible Study; 10:30 a.m. TV Station “TCT” “Lutheran Worship.” These are not a
replacement for being in church and Bible class. These are for times when we are unable to

attend in person.
FINANCIAL REPORT

The offerings for Wednesday, March 11, Saturday, March 14, and Sunday, March 15 were not
counted.

Expenses for the week: $2,564.91
Previous Loan Balance: $45,000.00
Borrowed an additional: $13,000.00 (1/29/26)

(hrivent Choice: Immanuel Lutheran Church received $10.00 and Immanuel Lutheran School
eceived $608.00 from “Thrivent Choice Dollars” designations in March. Thank you to everyone
vho directed their “Thrivent Choice Dollars” to Immanuel. If you have not contacted Thrivent
“hoice Recently, please call 800-847-4836 to see if Thrivent has money set aside for you to
lesignate to Immanuel Lutheran Church, Immanuel Lutheran School or another designation of your

hoice. Money is available through the Thrivent Choice Program. This is not a donation coming
ut of your investment.

leminder: Bunker’s Restaurant (Golf Course) will give 10% to Immanuel Lutheran Church if you
how your bulletin from church when eating on Sundays. Over the last six months Immanuel
zce1ved $180.00. Thank you for your support!! RBM Golf Course



