Sermon: “God’s Acre” Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-26
Saturday, August 2 and Sunday, August 3, 2025
Immanuel Lutheran Church & School
Okawville, Illinois 62271
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod



WELCOME TO IMMANUEL
We gather on the Lord’s Day knowing that “Christ being raised from the dead will
never die again” (Romans 6:9). Welcome, visitors who have joined us today. If we can
help in any way, please call: Church 618-243-6216 or School 618-243-6142.
Pastor Eric Wood
Phone 618-243-2846
E-mail: myhomeontherange@juno.com

Saturday: not counted Sunday:51
Bible Class: not held

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Prayer concerns to be included in our public prayers may be shared with Pastor
Wood and/or the church office. Prayers may be Jor particular individuals or
concerning wider issues. Let us pray!
e All members of Immanuel including:
At home - Adeline Blumhorst, Bill Durham, Linda Frederking, Norbert Hasheider,
Kellee Helbig, Janet Lange, Jewel Martens, Gene Rennegarbe, Linda Schuetz,
Crystal Strasburg, Mike Strasburg
At Brightly in Mascoutah - Leonard Hemminghaus
At Breese Nursing Home - Lois Rabenort
At Bethesda Gardens in Loveland, Colorado - Carol Wennemann
e Non-members with health concerns: Crystal Hasheider, wife of Matt Hasheider: ILS
Kindergarten teacher, Jody Liszewski; Tim Schnitker, son-in-law of Sharon Storck.
* Gary Helbig, father of Kent Helbig, departed this life on Tuesday, July 29. Keep
the family in your prayers.
o That the Lord would continue to provide for his work in this place through
generous giving, willing workers, and wise stewardship.
o The staff, faculty, and students of Immanuel Lutheran School
e The educational mission of Christ Our Rock Lutheran High School
¢ All who work or study in West Washington County Schools
° Reverend Rafael & Deaconess Jamielynn Flores, serving in Chile
e The mission work of the Southern Illinois District, including...
...all congregations, schools, and district leaders
..rural and smalltown congregational support
...urban ministry (neighborhood renewal and Unity school) in East St. Louis

-~campus ministry and international student outreach at SIU-C and SIU-E
...prison and jail ministry in many locations

..partnership with Seminary in Dominican Republic

..disaster response ministry (LERT)

..Advocates for Life



Stand

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Order of Service — Divine Service Setting

788 Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness {Sunday)

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P)

Kneel/Stand

In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

[P

Stand

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Ciirist, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Anien.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Service of the Word

Introit / Psalm 49:7-8, 13—14a, 15, antiphon: vv. 1-2

Hear this, all | peoples!*
Give ear, all inhabitants | of the world,
both | low and high,*
rich and poor to- | gether!
Truly no man can ransom an- | other,*
or give to God the price | of his life,
for the ransom of their life is | costly™
and can nev- | er suffice.
This is the path of those who have foolish | confidence;*
yet after them people approve | of their boasts.
Like sheep they are appointed | for Sheol;*
death shall be their | shepherd.
But God will ransom my soul from the power | of Sheol,*
for he will re- | ceiveme.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Hear this, all | peoples!*
Give ear, all inhabitants | of the world,
both | low and high,*
rich and poor to- | gether!
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

|
L I 1
8 i

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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This Is the Feast
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Stanza 4
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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The Lord be

with  you.



(8 And al - so with you.

Let us pray.
O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures You have stored up for us in
heaven, that we may never despair but always rejoice and be thankful for the riches
of Your grace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Sit
Old Testament Reading Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-26

?Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity. . . .

17 the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. And I applied my heart to
seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an unhappy business
that God has given to the children of man to be busy with. I have seen everything that is
done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and a striving after wind. . . .

18] hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the man
who will come after me, Yand who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will
be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity.
2930 I turned about and gave my heart up to despair over all the toil of my labors under
the sun, *'because sometimes a person who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and
skill must leave everything to be enjoyed by someone who did not toil for it. This also 1s
vanity and a great evil. ?What has a man from all the toil and striving of heart with which
he toils beneath the sun? *For all his days are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation.
Even in the night his heart does not rest. This also is vanity.

#*There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find
enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, **for apart from him who
can eat or who can have enjoyment? *For to the one who pleases him God has given
wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business of gathering
and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a striving
after wind.



This is the Word of the Lord.
f€ Thanks be to God.

Graduatl

How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the | good news,™
who publish peace and bring good news of sal- | vation.

Their voice has gone out to | all the earth,*
and their words to the ends | of the world.

Epistle Colossians 3:1-11
'If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God. *Set your minds on things that are above, not on things

that are on earth. 3For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. “When
Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

5put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion,
evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 60n account of these the wrath of God is
coming. 7In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. !But now you
must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth.
"Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices Pand
have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its
creator. 'Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia and Verse
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel Luke 12:13-21
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.



BSomeone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me.” “But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over
you?” And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, -
for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 1*And he told them a
parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, "and he thought to
himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ '®*And he said, ‘I will do
this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain
and my goods. YAnd I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 2?But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is
required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” 2!So is the one
who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”

[P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

782 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings

Sermon "God's Acre" Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-26

Nicene Creed

(8 Ibelieve in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,



begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -« of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace
be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt.
5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

Sit

Offering

Stand

Offertory
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me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the
virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end
to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
e e am— i o
e e ————=
@ Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
o) | . 1 N e |t
Gb | = ‘j N | )‘ e i
e e — |

a.
Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -

h E } VA‘I : - ! : ey
#b \ ——1 r T T T ] et
< : — P i \' ] o0 —G—] — <
o) T — I Y R | —

san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
i, | |

o |} ¥ T

%gﬁ—e P —f P woax o —1H
7 | I i 1 17 | I I | T ] ==
! [ 14 L | I

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.



Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

The Words of Our Lord

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I« body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
¥or Thine is the kingdom



and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini
f)
e
m v ] 1
¥ LS
1y
The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Sit
Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute
them to those who come to receive, Saying:

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for

your sins.
Amen.



Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the
forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.

565 Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ

761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

812 Come,
Stand

In dismissing

Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs

the communicants, the following is said:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.

Amen.
Thank the Lord
H P— :
e — ; i !
57 . i i 1 Z = —
e ' — =
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-'ry-one what He has done.
A : e :
A5 ——" e —
| e, s
Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
e i = — -
&y~ o 4 = s T ] :
) =~ )
He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
9 ] l I f i |
i, I-V\ ) : 1 ] { P T
LT 1 1 i T I
QJ | ' . o TEEE

_‘.
with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;



through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benediction
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The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you

and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.
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732 All Depends on Our Possessing (Sunday)
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Birthdays: 2rd Emmerson Horvath, 4t Julie Borrenpohl, 5% Jeff Going,
6th Betty Bollmeier

August Ushers - Saturday -
Sunday -
Saturday service at 5:30 p.m.
Sunday Service at 9:00 a.m.
No Bible Class at 10:15 a.m.
Elders’ Meeting is this Monday at 6:00 p.m.

Pastor Wood will be out of town July 21st through August 3rd. Pastor Tim Scharr
will be on call July 31st through August 314, He can be reached at 618-201-5597.

Acolyte training will be after worship service on August 24,

Stewardship Board put new name tags on the mailboxes in the narthex. Many
names had to be moved, so please take a look to find the new location for your
name. If someone’s name needs to be changed or added, please contact Deb Guest,
Barb Croessman, or Kathy Suedmeyer. You may also drop a note in the
Stewardship Board’s mailbox if you'd like.

Sunday School is asking if anyone would like to co-teach the PreK/K Sunday
School classes with Erin Kurtz. Sunday School runs mid Sept-Early May. Please get
in touch with Allison Dunn, Krissy Schneider, or Amber Jacobs. We are also
looking for volunteers to be on a sub list so if we ever need help with coverage we
have someone to check with. Our Program is run by busy parents and there are
times where we need help with coverage because of scheduling conflicts. This
would not commit you to helping when we have events going on like Christmas
Program or Easter Breakfast.

Extra copies of the August newsletter are available on the table in the narthex.
Please feel free to take one of these items for yourself or someone else.



SCHOOL NEWS
Online Registration is now available through teacher ease.

ILS Open House — Immanuel Lutheran School welcomes you to open house August 11%
5:30 — 7:30 p.m. ZimmerKreation will also be set up with spirit wear for all ILS supporters.

First Day of school K-8 is August 13" with early dismissal at 12:20 p.m.
First Day of pre-school is August 14",

You can help the school financially by doing the following: Shop With Raiseright
- For complete information visit www.shopwithraiseright.com Checks payable to ILS
PTL. Go to smile.amazon.com/ch37-0916756 and Amazon donates to Immanuel
Lutheran Church and School Okawville. Participate in the Kroger Community
Rewards program. Join Casey’s Rewards today and donate to our school. This is for
instore, online or at the pump purchases.

Wee Care Wheat Festival Float
This year the Wee Care is celebrating 25 years of service to the children of our
community! We would like to produce a nice entry (float) for the Wheat Festival
Parade to recognize this milestone. The only way this can be accomplished is with
assistance from people with skills to do the work. We also do not want to wait until
the last minute to decide on a theme and start gathering items. Please reach out to
Cheri ASAP at 618-243-6161 if you are willing and able to help! Thank you!

COMMUNITY NOTES

Trinity Lutheran Church in Centralia is having a Balloon Breakfast fundraiser on
Saturday, August 16, from 7:30 - 10:30 a.m. in the Trinity Fellowship Hall
building. Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy pancakes, biscuits & gravy,
sausage, fruit, and more! Adult tickets are $10, Children (10 and under) are

$5. Tickets may be purchased in advance by calling Trinity at (618) 532-2614 or
they can also be purchased at the door. Please come and invite your friends and
neighbors for the Trinity Balloon Breakfast and enjoy other Balloon Fest activities
during the weekend!



GENERAL NOTES

Life Thoughts in the Church Year: The Lord our God has made human lives His
business (Psalm 100:3; Luke 13:20). That makes the sanc tity of every human life the
Church’s business. Crucified and ascended Jesus Christ invites us to press even death
into service — never the death of the neighbor’s body, but rather the death of the sinful
and selfish desires {Colossians 3:5) that lie behind abortion and assisted suicide.

Life Quotes: “God isn’t a page in your book, you're part of His. And He’s delighted
to have you in the family.” Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, The Lutheran Hour — A Life
Quote from Lutherans For Life

Stewardship: Luke 12:15 — “And he said to them, ‘Take care, and be on your guard
against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his
possessions.”” Coveting is the opposite of being content with what God has given us.
And the cure for coveting is twofold: thankfulness to God and generosity toward God’s
purposes. So be on guard against all covetousness. Acknowledge that your Father has
given you all that you need, and therefore be free and confident in directing the
mammon of this world toward godly purposes.

Lutheran programs on Radio & TV on Sundays — 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 850
AM Radio KFUO Lutheran Worship from a Lutheran church; 9:00 a.m. 104.7 FM Rev.
Mueller, New Minden Bible Study; 10:30 am. TV Station “TCT” “Lutheran
Worship.” These are not a replacement for being in church and Bible class. These are
for times when we are unable to attend in person.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The offerings for Saturday, July 19, Sunday, July 20, Saturday, July 26, and Sunday, July
27 were as follows: Current $860.00, Home Use $8495.00, and Loose $370.00.

Expenses for the week: $43,225.03
Loan Balance: $20,000.00 (Borrowed 05/28/25), $25,000.00 (Borrowed on 06/30/25), and
$10,000.00(Borrowed on 07/14/25)



Thrivent Choice

If you have not contacted Thrivent Choice Recently, please call 800-847-4836 to see 1if
Thrivent has money set aside for you to designate to Immanuel Lutheran Church, Immanuel
Lutheran School or another designation of your choice. Money is available through the
Thrivent Choice Program. This is not a donation coming out of your investment.

Reminder: Bunker’s Restaurant (Golf Course) will give 10% to Immanuel Lutheran Church
if you show your bulletin from church when eating on Sundays. Thank you for your

support!! RBM Golf Course



