
ACOLYTE 
"A Servant of God" 

What Js An Acolyte? 

Acolyte means "companion" 
or "one who helps". In this 
position you are serving as a 
companion or helper to the 
pastor: you are an important 
person in the worship service. 
You are joining the ranks of 
those who have helped with 
the worship service since the 
year250 A.D. 

These pages are intended to acquaint you with some words you 
should know as you assist the congregation in worship lighting 
and extinguishing the candles, and guidelines when you serve as 
an acolyte. 

Words An Acolyte Should Know 

ALB is a white robe worn · by acolytes, crucifer (banner and 
torch bearers in some churches), ~md, sometimes the pastor. The 
rope around the waist is caJled a cincture and is symbolic of the 

· rope used to bind Jesus when He was before Herod. 

AL TAR is the table at the front of the church. It is ,a reminder 
of the family table. Qod's family dathers around this symbolic 
table. It also recalls the sacrifice df God's Son. When facing 
the altar, the left side is called the G:ospel side and the right side 
is called the Epistle side. 

CANDLELIGHTER is used by an acolyte to light candles. It 
consists of a taper or wick froJJl which the candles are lighted, 
and a bell for snuffing out the flame. 

CANDLES in the chancel each have a meaning. Two candles 
standing to the left a~d ~ight of the cross are eucharist lights, 
symbolizing that Christ 1s man and God. Seven candles are 

· used to represent the seven gifts of the Spirit which are 
"blessing, glory, wisdom, thanksgiving, honor, power, and 
might!" (Rev. 5:12) 



Because God created light and Jesus said, "I am the Light," 
candles are an important part of the Christian service. 

CHANCEL is the area in the· church building where the pastor 
leads the worship service. The altar is in the chancel. 

CHRIST CANDLE is the fifth candle of the Advent wreath and 
lit beginning at Christmas. It stands in the middle of the other 
four candles, reminding us that Christ is the center of Christmas 
and of our lives. 

CHURCH YEAR is a 12-month cycle of Christian celebration. 
The first season is Advent which prepares for Christmas when 
Jesus was born. Epiphany is the next season, beginning when 
the three Wisemen see the Christ Child. Lent follows Epiphany 
and .recalls Jesus' suffering for us. It prepares us for Easter, a 
seven week festival which starts when Jesus rises from the dead. 
The Day of Pentecost and the Season after Pentecost are a 
celebration of the Holy Spirit active in the life of the church. 

CRUCIFER is the person who carries the cross, leading · the 
procession into, and out of the church. 

EUCHARIST is a Greek word meaning "thanksgiving". It is 
another word for Holy Communion, the Lord's Supper. 

NA VE . is the section in the church building where the 
congregation sits. (Narthex is the foyer or entrance to the 
church building for the congregation). 

PROCESSION is the ceremonial entry of those participating in 
the worship service~ usually led by the crucifer. 

REVERENCE THE CROSS ,-neans to say a short prayer or 
pause momentarily in respect for the cross, and the sacrifice our 
Lord made on the cross. 

SACRAMENTS are church rites (ceremonies) which use 
earthly elements and God's Word to bring his blessing. The two 
Lutheran sacraments are Baptism and Holy Communion. The 
earthly element in Baptism is water and in Holy Communion it 
is bread and wine. 



SACRISTY is the room where the pastors vestments and all 
tliirl~s~1u~cesSaty"fo1•·ser.vice at the altar are kept. 

Tl.JRN:.m.W.ARD .> fa: a direction given which reminds acolytes 
f() ~Hvays turn toward the cross when turning around in the 
biMH&el arefi: 
VESTMENTS is a general name for clothing worn by those 
who participate in worship services. 

Lighting the Candles 

Approach the altar with a smooth, natural movement. Do not 
hurry your steps, neither should they be exceedingly slow. 

When reaching the chancel, pause to reverence the cross by 
bowing the head or by bowing from the waist. 

Proceed to the altar. The acolyte on the Gospel side (left) 'is the 
· lead and the acolyte on the right should, if possible, watch out of 
the corner of the eye so candles are lighted at the same time. 

If Holy Communion is to be celebrated, . light the Eucharistic 
candles first. Light the seven candles on the candelabra 
beginning with the one nearest the altar and proceeding toward 
the wall. 

During Advent, light the candles on the Advent wreath after you 
have lit the Eucharistic candles and the candelabra. 

When lighting candles, expose sufficient length of taper so that 
the flame is large enough to catch the wick of the candles. 

Hold the candlelighter at right angles to the candle, allowing the 
flame to rest on the candlewick. · · 

Following the lighting of candles, draw candlelighter toward 
you and pull taper into its metal stem. When taper has been 
snuffed out, push taper out of the metal stem. 

Return to center of altar, again reverence the cross, descend 
step, and assume designated seat. 



Extinguishing the Candles 

During the singing of the final hymn and at the beginning of the 
last stanza of that hymn, you arc to pick up candlelighter, face 
bell away from you, go to altar, reverence cross, ascend step. 

Candles on an Advent wreath are always extinguished before 
any other candles in the chancel. 

Next, the candelabra are extinguished before the Eucharistic 
candles on the altar have been extinguished. 

The Christ candle on Advent wreath is put out last. 

Upon completion of this task, return to the center of the altar, 
reverence cross, and leave by center aisle. 

Put candlelighter in designated place. 

Disrobe, and carefully hang vestments away. 

If vestments are soiled, notify a member of the Altar Guild. 

Guidelines for an Acolyte 

Appearance Have your hair combed, no loud socks, shoes 
should be shined (preferable black). Never chew gum. 

Robing Allow sufficient time to robe, quietly and reverently, 
•J prior to the service. Check your vestments; there are six sizes - . 

extra small, medium small, small, medium, large, e;x.tra~large. 
Take a look at yourself in the mirror on the closet door. 

Lighting Candles Candles should be lighted approximately 1 O 
minutes prior to the start of the service ( or at beginning of pre-
service music, if later). Hold candlelighter in front of you, 
tipped slightly forward, with the flame pointing ahead of you 
and the bell . of . the candlelighter pointing toward you. 
Remember to walk in a dignified, unhurried ~anner, keep your 
head up, and eyes straight ahead. 

Attitude in Church Act with dignity at all times in God's 
house. Sit with good posture, respect the Lord by coming to his 
house refreshed, pay attention and be mannerly (no giggling, 
rough housing or inattention during church service). Follow and 
partiet,oate it4 the Divine Service 
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